February 18th, 2010

Visit us on the Web:

Sunday, March 7
Amistad Sunday

Week of Prayer For the
Healing of Aids

AA Change o
Ni ght o

(Luke 13:19)

Sunday, March 14
ALavish For
the Nighto
(Luke 15 13, 11b32)

Sunday, March 21

AA New Path
Ni ght o

(Isaiah 43:1621)

Sunday, March 28Palm
Sunday HAChe
Ni ght o

(Luke 19:2840)

All Month
Every Thursday at 6pm
Taize Service
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Community Of Hope, UCC
GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

Worship Services | Every Sunday
at 6:00pm

Rev. Bob Lawrence, Pasto

Dear Companions,

As | write this, we are on the verge
any into the period of Lent. Epiphany is intended to draw our attention to the various wa
in which God is made known in our lives. Lent is meant to help us do the work of person
preparation and empowerment for our responses to the revelations of God and the work
Godogonki n

During Epiphany, we focused on a Call to Renewal that was meant to help us re-
new our commitments to the different missions of Community of Hope. We kept returnin
to the questpassionpf A Wbmmunst yhef Hope?d o
Hopeds contri butdom a or eraalkiitnyg itrh eT Wklisna
During Lent, we will shift our focus to the personal spirituality that is necessary as we sex
to BE the change we envision in the world.

One of the questions we will attempt to answer together during this period of per-
Eleaslt rief IteR€i on and empowerment is, AW
communityb ased service organization such as
answer lies in our understanding of the first word of our name: community. As Terry
Bohannon eloquently pointed out during our recent Community Meeting, we all have the
option to support the various communiitgised service organizations around us. What
yakes QuE sgppgt gf Community of Hope different is the work we do on building, creat-
ing, nurturing, and sustaining community. Or, as Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King called it,
ithe bel oved community. o As a communit
couraging one another in the personal work and centering that we need in order to do th
work of our passion.

Nt KR answers to the various questions that arise along these lines include the ans
to the question many ask, Al can wor shi
church?5d I f your only goal is to worsh
church to do so. (I would hope, though, that you are spending time in worship of the vari
ous aspects of God in your ligzery daynot only during our worship times.) What Com-
mynigy of Hape offefs.dn addition to some time dedicated to worshipping God, is the abil
ity to do the really difficult work obeingcommunity for one another. Whether it is sing-
ing together as a community, expressing, praying for, and acting on the needs of those i
our community, or participating in breaking bread together, what we do Sunday evenings
(and Tuesday and Thursday evenings during Lent) is learn from and support one anothe
our individual work of bringing the kidom of God to reality.
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us for the wvar.i

anot her .

nvite you to join
communityo for one

Community of Hope | 2545 South Yale, Tulsa, OK 74114 -Y8Z8300



TABLES-TO-GO MINISTRY

We made it through our first delivery of "Tables to Go'fully we will be more focused and organized this time
Thank you to all the teams who participated and | wamtround! Even so, we delivered all the "TablesGo"

to personally express my gratitude for your patience baskets this first month without any major incident so our
while those of us who are new to this ministry continugnission was accomplished.

to attack our learning curve in how to accomplish this gy e time you read this, we will have successfully de-
ministry as efficiently as possible. livered "Tablesto-Go" to our friends again, and | have

| don't want anyone to think we were deliberately tryinénith it will run more smoothly this time aroun@ur

to rush into our Lenten theme of "Into the Night" by angext delivery date is March 20th, and we appreciate your
confusion! Just chalk up any chaos or bewilderment tacontinued support in this very important ministry.

your leaders being brand new at this ministry, and hope-

HAITI UPDATE

The leaders of our two main UCC and Disciples partners indd?rince, Haiti, Patrickand Francoise Viller and
Polycarpe Joseph are safe, as well as our missionary family serving in Haiti, Kim and Patrick Blenigoitith
their son SolomonThe Bentrott's returned to the United States on Saturday
January 23. Please visit the Bentrdittsg for updated information:
http://www.kimandpatrick.blogspot.com/

Patrick Villier is a member of the Common Global Ministries Board (CGME
and the president of thdational Spiritual Council of Churches of Haiti
(CONASPEH), a grassroots movement of 6,000 plus congregations and c
largest partner in Haiti for almost three decades. The six story CONASPE
headquarters building which houses the school, seminary and nnsihge
has been flattened by the earthquaeor soof the nursing students were
tragically trapped inside.

WHAT YOU CAN DO RIGHT NOW

GIVE immediatefinancial assistance to victims to be used for food, clothing, shelter and basic needs by making
secure online donation right noMonations are now tax deductible for 2009.

TEXT LOVE to 25383 to have a $10 donation added to your phoneSiithre this number with your offline
friends and congregation.

SHARE your thoughts, prayers, resources and news with your church family on my\W€®ave created a group
where you can share your fundraising efforts and ideas with other congregations.

TAKE ACTION by writing a letter to Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner advocating the cancellation of Haiti's
remaining debt.

ASSEMBLE urgently needed Church World Service baby and hygiene Kits.
SAVE THE DATE!

Our Annual Trivia Night funeraiser is being planned f&aturday, April 24. Details available soon!




AR AN AN AAANAAANAAAAAANAAAAANAAAAAAAN;

To Haiti With Love:

A Free Benefit Concert
to Purchase Medicine for
HIV Positive Haitians

SUNDAY, March 07, 2010

Time: 3:00-5:00 pm

Place: Mayflower United Church of Christ
3901 NW 63rd Street, OKC, OK 73116

Oklahoma Kick off to the National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

See event details on reverse side of flyer
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BEVERLY DUFFIELD
CROCHET/KNIT SOCIETY
(OUR COMMUNITY OF SAINTS
SOCIETY)

The first meeting of the Beverly Duffield Crochet and Knit
Society on Tuesday, February 9 was both fun and enriching
for all in attendanceWe ate and laughed and crocheted and
talked and knitted and hated to stop when it was time to part.
We honored Dr. Duff and other companions who have left
our company.Though this meeting was to celebrate
women's week, we do hope to gather again with more companions joining us for the evening.

Crocheting and knitting are a great excuse for an evenirmgipanionship and good humai/atch for announce-
ments and join us at our next meeting!



RESULTS OF COMMUNITY MEETING

Companions gathered on Sunday, February 14 at 4pnthi® budget is voted down.

discuss our finances and budget for 2010. The following

proposal was presented and approved by consensus: Two items were also discussed at the Community Meet-
ing, but, because they were not announced ahead of time

Community of Hope will change its the actual decision on those items was moved to the Co-
budgeting process so that all ministries ordinating Council, which occurred on Tuesday, Febru-
of the church are financed through the ary 16 at 6pm. The first item was a suggestion to remove
churchoés overall budgtehe fB&hkeemitmianitry from urt
being accounted for separately. Ministries and to make it a separate, stat@he ministry

of the church. The second item proposed that a Task
After that item was agreed upon, we began to discussRbece be established to develop policies and procedures
budget. Companions were unable to agree to a consdastandling our budgeting process under these new
decision on the budget (primarily because of limited tipeidelines. The specific objective of that Task Force
for discussion), so we will attempt another consensusweuld be to identify policies and procedures for how to

cision on the budget on Sunday, March 7 at 4pm. handle budget decisions by the Coordinating Council that
are made between Community Meetings on the budget.
In accordance with our consensus decigiaking In particular, how decisions are made (and communi-

guidelines, we will make every attempt to reach a coneated) on whether or not to support any new ministries
sensus at that meeting within the time frame allotted. (by including them in the budget), as well as how deci-
we are unabl e to reach csonssaemada @ndcanmenicated) oribudget decisions
vote will be taken AT THE SAME MEETING. In otherthat may need to be made if our revenue is different from
words, our budget will be approved or denied at our our budget (increase or decrease). Both of these items
meeting on MarchYfwh et her by c on s wenesappsoved by cansersiis ofrthe Coprdinating Counci
rul eso vote. T-tpaneeating wrileksl on rebruaryol6.f ol | ow

CALL FOR COMMUNITY MEETING

Our second meeting to attempt consensus on the 2010 budget will occur on Sunday, March 7
at 4pm. At that meeting, we will either reach consensus on the budget (within the allotted
time), or we wil!/ have a fAimajority rul eso
fore the meeting, please contact Barry Lazzer.

NATIONAL WEEK OF PRAYER

Balm in Gilead, an organization that seeks to empo
the work of African and AfricarAmerican faith com-
munities in their work to address the health care ne
of their communities, especially around HIV/AIDS, f
invited all faith communities to join them in observin
a ANational Week of Pra
March #13. Community of Hope is working with - an Beliaarian A Ao o et R
other Tulsaarea churches to develop an avdde ob- e g i R R i,
servance of this week of prayer. Once specifics ar MARC H 7_ | 3 20 I O
available, we will include an announcement in our ’

WEEKLY CALL. At a minimum, this event will be
addressed in our worship service on Sunday, Marct AVision of Uity and Faith from The Balm In Gilead, Inc.
(which also happens to be Amistad Sunday), and in
Taize service on Thursday, March 11.

. | . lh Dyen
Finrougn rra




VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Are you interested in helping with the work at Community of Hope? If so, we have four new teams or task force
that have just been created, and two alreadsting teams that need some additional help.

New Teams

Web/Internet Team. Our Pastor and Administrative Assistant will be attending a
2 special AWeb Universityo workshop in P
nomi nationds Congregational Vitality T

ately begin work on a rdesigned, updated, and more vibrant website for Community of
Hope with a target launch date of mi\gril. They will also be looking at ways to more
effectively (and respectfully) handle our various@ i | communi cati or
to help with either a onttme project of redesigning our web site aneheail communi-
cations, or help with the egoing maintenance of our web site, please contact Julie Tate
or Bob Lawrence.

)

d

Budget Policies Task Force At our recent Community Meeting, it was recommended that we develop policies ar
procedures for handling our new budgeting process. (See the article in this newsletter about the Community c
sion on the budget.) Basically, this limitéthe task force will work closely with the Finance Team to develop a
set of policies and procedures to spell out the process-&vataating our budget throughout the year (between
Community Meetings). In particular, this team will develop the procedures to be followed in case our revenue
situation changes (for good or bad) from our budget forecast, as well as the procedure for including any new n
tries in our budget. The Coordinating Council is asking this team to finish its work by July, so this is net a long
term commitment. I f youdre inter est ecdairsonthelCeoldipat-n ¢
ing Council, Bud Abbott or Karen Boland.

Fund-raising Team. Do you have creative ideas on special fuaiding activities that we can use to help with the
various financial needs of Community of Hope? If so, please contact either Bud Abbott or Karen Boland to se
about being part of a fun team that will focus on developing specialr&isels (e.g., Trivia Night, garage sales,
Fiesta, etc.), as well as-going fundraisers (e.g., Best Choice UPC code collections, GoodSearch, etc.).

Land Use Task Force It has been suggested that we investigate the possibility of putting some of our unused la
to use. The three main suggestions raised so far
Garden; or addressing housing needs (building a parsonage, subdividing and selling for development, etc). T
Task Force will investigate those and possibly other uses of our land holdings and make
recommendations to the Coordinating Council for further investigation and/or action.
This is a shorterm task force that will meet for no more than six manths

Existing Teams

Building & Grounds Team. This team is currently without a chair or any active mem-
bers. The primary purpose of this team is to help us manage our building (mainten.
projects), and our grounds (lawn and garden maintenance). As with most of our te:
this team does not actually need to perform the maintenance work. Rather, they si
need to coordinate Community efforts (Kdom Days), as well as work with various co ]
tracted service providers to maintain our building and grounds. This is a very impor
ministry because our building and land comprise the largest single asset we own as a
community, and it is our primary Afaced to the st
ested in helping out with the management of this vital asset, please let Bud Abbott or Karen Boland know.

Personnel Team This team has two very qualified members, but is in need of someone to be the Chair of the Te
This would be an ideal situation for someone who is unsure of their leadership skills, or wants to develop thos
skills in a supportive environment. Both current team members have expressed a strong desire to mentor anc
anyone who is interested in developing and practi.i
team (either as Chair or a regular member), please contact Bud or Karen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WALK MS
NICARAGUIA MINISTRIES

The annual #@Wal k MSO
benefitting the National WINTER IS STILL HERE!

Multiple Sclerosis Societyl |There's still time to gethat or ear wrap created
will happen in Tulsa on by Dawn Stemple They are colorful and functional,

Saturday, April 24.1f too. All proceeds will go towards our Nicaragua mis}

youore intel espohseEtchbnBigPodr t i ci -
pating, please sign up on

their website at: NICARAGUA TRIP DATES COMING SOON!
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/chapters/OKE/funfirawe are closéo finalizing the dates for next summer's
ising-events/walkms/index.aspx trip. Please contact David if you are thinking of goirlg
SO your input can be used when determining the dages.

ANOTE FROM OUR NATIONAL UCC VI-
TALITY AND DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY GARAGE SALE COMING SOON!

Please begin saving

We want to express our appreciation of your Ministgr your gently used

of Education & Outreach. This ministry is a good wil treasures to donate & Q

ness to our vital ministry with the growing Spanish ];(;rlguI[ \rl]vﬁﬁ)gagﬁge E
Speaking community. Please receive a token of apgre “Saturday, April 10th, “

ciation in appreciation for her spirit and witness.

at the churchMore
information will be
Blessings to you, in the next newslet-
ter. Spring cleaning
IS in your future.

Dave Schoen
Local Church Ministries, UCC

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER WHY RACE STILL MATTERS: Dr. Shelly
Tochluk: Witnessing for Racial Justice, Thurs.,
, March 4, 2010

This year's World Day of Prayer
is on Friday, March 5, and we ajle | An educator with a psychology background, Dr. Shdlly
asked to focus on the women off | Tochluk's experiences with UCLATsack and
Cameroon. Fieldteam and her inner city teaching experiences
shaped her dedication to confront race issues. She |s th:

o The World Day of Prayer is a author of Witnessing Whiteness: The Need to Talk
movement initiated and carried out by women in mgre About Race and How to Do It.

than 170 countries and regions. It is a movement sym

bolized by an annual day of celebratithe first Friday] | presentation: 9:30am TCC Southeast Student Cent
of March--to which all people are welcome. Itis a

A4
-

. . ) Auditorium
movement which brings together women of various _ o _
races, cultures and traditions in closer fellowship, uf- fanel Discussion: 1pmTCC Northeast Seminar Cer}-
er

derstanding and action throughout the year.




CRISIS OR CONFIDENCE?
YOUTH AND RELIGION IN
AMERICA: TOPIC OF
OCCJ0S 2010 TRI ALOGUE

INTERFAITH SERIES

2010 Trialogue Planning Committee
(Julie Summers Assistant Executive D
rector, Camp Fire USA Green Countryj}
Council Inc. and Rev. Lizette Merchan
Dir. of Religious Activities& Education,
Community of Hope, UCC)

Please join us for the 2010 Interfaith T
alogue Series, entitled ACrisis or Confi-

dence: Youth and Religion in Americabo.
All sessions begin at 3:00 P.M.

Session Two will be held on Sunday,
February 21st at the Schusterman Jevlish

Community Center, located at 2021 E.
71st Street. The topic is "Young Tulsafs
Talk About Their Religious Lives".

Session Three will be held on Sunday,
March 7th at Peace Academy, locatedjat
4620 S. Irvington AvenueThe topic is
"Creating Strong Youth Communities (¢
Faith: What WorksWhat Doesn't?".

UPDATE ON THE CASSIDY
CANCER FUND

—h

GREAT NEWS!!! Our Companion, TG
has reported that her latest appeal has
been granted, resulting in the decision
that her recent surgery is to be covere
by her insurance company. (She still fas
deductibles and other cof-pocket ex-
penses related to her surgery, but the
tests, surgery, and hospitalization cos
will be paid by her insurance company>)

TC says: Thanks for everything each of you did throughout this fight and for all you continue to do! To quote
Washington I rving again: AThere is a sacredness i
speak more eloquently than ten thousand tongues. They are messengers of overwhelming grief...and unspeak:
l ove. 0

Today is a good day to know | have felt unspeakable love from each of you and while | have felt some grief as |
have moved through this process the majority of tears | have shed have been a result of UNSPEAKABLE LOVI



