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Rev. Bob Lawrence, Pastor

Merry Christmas, Companions!

It is hoped that you will receive this newsletter near Christmas Day, so I
wanted to give you all my personal and sincere wishes for a joyous holiday cele-
brating the time in which we honor God’s presence among us in human form.
There is a Benedictine belief that calls us to continually honor the incarnational
(God in human form) aspects of our faith by acting in full acknowledgment that
Christ is literally “in” each person we meet every day. It is similar to the Tibetan
practice of bowing and saying, “Namaste” when encountering a stranger, believing
that God is in each of us. (“Namaste” means, loosely, “the God in me greets the
God in you.”) As we prepare for the typical holiday time of people knocking on
our doors, or of passing strangers either on the street or in the aisle at Target, I pray
that we will carry forth the message of Christmas by greeting and treating each of
these a little differently, knowing that they carry within them the very God we wor-
ship.

In addition to Christmas, we are also celebrating at this time the end of one
year and the beginning of another. I believe it is important at this time to state the
obvious: the “renewed hope” with which we approach the new year as individuals
is also needed in our approach to the new year as a Community of Hope, as Com-
panions on a journey. Yes, it is time for renewal at Community of Hope!

We have spent the past few months getting to know one another more
deeply; to learn various ways in which we can respect and care for one another. We
have talked about our histories, about the values that sustain us, about the faith that
informs us, and about the ministries that empower us. With that knowledge, it is
now time for us to look with renewed understanding, strength, compassion, love,
and hope toward our shared future.

During the month of January, my sermons will focus on the need for this
renewal among the Companions at Community of Hope. The past three years have
been very difficult for this community. It is time for us to stop waiting for another
to come before we embrace our renewal. As we celebrate this week, that One has
already come. Now, I invite you to join me as we embrace and honor our past by
boldly moving into our future. I invite you to join me in the work of renewing
Community of Hope!

Namaste,
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FIESTA REPORT
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On December 4th, companions -

gathered to celebrate the holidays, %

raise money for FOUR different *

ministries, and share much laugh-

ter. There was wonderful food, games, door prizes, auc-

tion items, and karaoke. If you have never seen Lizette

doing karaoke, you are missing an event! So far we

have collected $546.75 with a couple of IOUs out-

standing. That should bring the total close to $600.

Here is how the current total will be divided:

Ministry of Religion and Education=8218.70
Nicaragua General Mission=8218.70
K/O Conference Justice and Witness Ministry=5$54.68
COH Operating Account=854.67

THANK YOU to TC, Nancy, and Jenny for helping to
set up and create a fun, festive atmosphere.

Lizette and David

GRANT RECEIVED!

Community of Hope has received a grant from the UCC
Justice and Witness Neighbors in Need ministry in the
amount of $2,000. This grant is made possible through
contributions to the Neighbors in Need offering col-
lected among UCC congregations. The grant applica-
tion was submitted at the end of September for the
amount of $3,980(the maximum amount requested was
$4,000). The application was for funding for one new
home for a familiy in Chacraseca ($1,800), one college
school scholarship for a student in Chacraseca ($500),
and forty-eight elementary school scholarships in Chac-
raseca $1,680). Since we did not receive the full
amount of the request, some decisions will have to be
made regarding how the $2,000 will be 'spent’. The
only request from the Justice and Witness office is that
we relay to them how the money is used to promote
Neighbors in Need. This grant funding is meant to be
in addition to our regular donation goals that we make
each year for our partner community. Please contact
David if you have any questions or suggestions about
this wonderful gift.

LAST CALL FOR SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
MATCHING CHALLENGE!

You have until the end of December to make your dona-
tions to the Chacraseca School Scholarship program
count TWICE! Kiristi Frisbie and Camille Quinn will
match your $35 donation one-for-one until the end of the
year, up to 40. We are currently about halfway there
with 21 scholarships donated so far. NEW alternative
gift cards are available in the Nicaragua Store if you
would like to give a gift to someone this time of year.
Your $35 donation will provide funding to send one
child to school for the entire year. Since your donation
will be matched, TWO children will get to go to school
because of your donation.

Our goal is to send the 143 students back to school again
in February that we sent last year through this project.
The Chacraseca school year begins in February. Please
contact David if you have any questions.

NICARAGUA NEWS

SCARVES
STORE!

FOR SALE IN THE NICARAGUA

Dawn Stemple has created wonderful scarves and ear bands
by hand and donated them to the Nicaragua Store. They are
colorful (rainbow!!!) and functional. The cost for each one
is $5.00 and all proceeds will go to our Nicaragua projects.
Check it out! Thank you Dawn for your generous gift.

NICARAGUA TRIP FOR 2010

We will begin planning our next trip to Nicaragua soon after
the 1st of the year. Please contact David if you are thinking
about going next summer. There is no obligation when you
express an interest. It is important to start getting dates or-
ganized so we can reserve airline seats as soon as possible.
Please contact David with questions or with your date(s)
availability.




INTRODUCING OUR NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT!

Julie Tate started as our new Administrative Assistant on Monday, December 14. Julie comes to us with
many years experience as a personal assistant, as well as work as a published poet and developer of her own website,
where she tries to encourage more respect and public acknowledgment of the art of poetry and those who bring it
into our lives.

Many of you may be wondering what, exactly, does the Administrative As-
sistant at Community of Hope DO? Most of you already know that the responsibili-
ties for this job could be summarized as, “everything the Pastor does NOT do”. Ba-
sically, Julie is responsible for the printed and electronic materials related to Com-
munity of Hope, which includes such things as our Sunday worship bulletins, the
Weekly Call, our monthly newsletter, and letters generated by our Pastor. Addition- 5
ally, Julie will be taking on the responsibility for design and maintenance of our N
church’s web site. As you may have noticed, our web site really needs some updat- \4\
ing! Also, Julie is responsible for handling the phone calls that come into the church
office and routing them to the appropriate individuals, receiving and routing any
mail (electronic or USPS), and helping us work to maintain clear and regular com-
munication among Companions. She also is responsible for managing our church
office, which includes scheduling and monitoring building use (by Companions as well as outside agencies), and
maintaining office supplies and equipment. Julie is responsible for maintaining our Community Calendar, reporting
on all the various activities we are doing as a Community, whether they happen in our building or not, so please keep
her informed of your various activities, including your need to use our facilities. As you can see, we are counting on
her to do a lot to help us continue to grow individually and as a Community of Hope!

At this time, she is planning on being in the office Monday thru Friday from 10am to 2pm. Please keep in
mind that she may choose to worship with us on Sunday evenings. As you can see, Sunday evenings are NOT her
work hours, so PLEASE be respectful of the time she needs for replenishment and spiritual fulfillment and, if you
see her on a Sunday evening, treat her as any other Companion, not our Administrative Assistant.

Please be sure to introduce yourself to her and make her feel welcome!
A NOTE FROM JULIE M. TATE:

Hello! My name is Julie Tate and I’'m your new Administrative Assistant.
I'm a published author and editor with many years of experience under my
belt. I specialize in poetry and short fiction though I've published articles
such as literary and music reviews as well. I also own and operate my own
website. I'm an avid fan of mixed media artwork and at times you'll find
me dabbling in it myself. I'm extremely happy to be working with Com-
munity of Hope, as the ethos behind this organization is something I can
: readily get behind. I haven't been in the Tulsa community for very long,
and to find such a welcoming and accepting group of people within is truly an asset indeed!

In the past few years I've had the privilege to do a lot of traveling and meet a diverse range of peo-
ple, many with their own stories to tell. I look forward to helping you communicate yours to the rest
of the Community. It takes me a bit of time to acclimate to new situations, and as you can see I have
a lot on my plate for this position, so I would appreciate your patience while I learn the ropes and
figure out how to best serve the Community! I can't wait to get started!



APPRECIATION FOR GARY MEADOWS

As you already know (and as other articles in this newsletter confirm), Gary Meadows has resigned as our Adminis-
trative Assistant. On Sunday evening, December 13, we had a special time in our worship service to honor Gary’s
ministry among us. Here is the transcript of our Pastor’s comments in Gary’s honor at our December 13™ worship
service:

I would like to start our special recognition of Gary Meadows’ time among us as Administrative As-
sistant by, one more time, explaining that Gary is not leaving us. Gary has every intention of continu-
ing as a Companion with us. But, as anyone who has worked for a church before can attest, there
comes a time when being an employee becomes what defines you, and you (and others) can lose sight
of your vital role as Companion. Gary has wisely realized that he is dangerously close to that line,
and has voluntarily resigned for one reason and one reason only: he wants to be a Companion again.
So, although tonight we honor Gary’s recent ministry among us as Administrative Assistant, this is
not a ‘good-bye’. For tonight, we say “thank you” for his work as Administrative Assistant and
“welcome back” to his work as Companion.

Before I was even offered the position as Pastor of Community of Hope, it was apparent to me the

very real sacrifices that Gary Meadows had made over the past few years in his role as not only a

Companion but also as Administrative Assistant to this Community. Although many of you have

helped me understand the history of Community of Hope, there are very few who have born that his-

tory on their bodies with the depth of commitment and love and compas-

sion of Gary Meadows. At a time when the pastoral leadership of this con-

) gregation changed from Leslie to Diane to Rosemary to Lizette and finally

- to me, Gary was the one who carried the history and intimate knowledge of

the needs of this community from one leader to another, and helped keep

the work of Community of Hope moving forward. Yes, there were others

without whom this transition would not have occurred, but it was Gary who

0 - was responsible for imparting to each of your pastoral leaders the informa-

tion, guidance, and even structure necessary for each of us to have been

your pastors. Although I would not have been able to settle into my role

as the first called Pastor of this congregation without the very hard and sac-

rificial work of the Pastoral Search Team and Julie Summers, Gary was the

one who had the challenging responsibility of daily making me feel welcome and aware of the nu-

ances of ministry here at Community of Hope. Again, there are others who have given above and be-

yond expectations during the challenges of the last 3+ years, but, in my experience, none has given
more than Gary.

So, Gary, on behalf of all your Companions here at Community of Hope, as well as each of the Pas-
tors you have served, I offer you our sincerest and deepest gratitude for a job well done. Community
of Hope is here today because of your efforts, and you can now rest, knowing that your work is appre-
ciated, and your rest well-deserved. Welcome back to the work and joy of being a Companion!

However, Gary’s work in and on behalf of our community is so extensive that there is no way we had enough time in
one worship service to honor all that Gary has done. I encourage each of you to take some time and write, e-mail, or
call Gary and let him know how much you appreciate what he has given to the Community of Hope. (Please re-
member that by the time you receive this, he will no longer be working at the church, so use the home contact infor-
mation for him that is in the directory. If you don’t have that information, please call the church office and we can
give it to you.)



CONCERNED ABOUT THE JOYS AND CONCERNS?

e . Because of the change to a monthly newsletter, we have realized that the "joys and concerns"
section in the newsletter was no longer timely. Accordingly, we have removed that section from
the monthly newsletter. Our community's prayers of joy and concern can be found in the
WEEKLY CALL, which is our weekly e-mail. If you'd like to get a copy of the WEEKLY
CALL, please contact the church office.

JANUARY’S CALL FOR RENEWAL

As mentioned in our Pastor’s letter in this newsletter, we will be focusing on the renewal of Community of Hope in the month
of January.

Our work of renewal will actually begin on the last Sunday in December, the 27™. At our worship service that evening, all
worship participants will be asked to focus, one final time, on our Advent theme, The Hopes and Fears of All the Years, but
this time we will do so in the context of the transitioning to a new year. Our Pastor’s message that evening will focus on the
various notes that we have left in the cradle (that holds our hopes and fears) during our Advent observances. During worship
that evening, we will each be given a Christmas ornament upon which we are to write our hope(s) for the new year. We will
then place all of our ornaments on our Tree of Hope (which will be void of ornaments because all the gifts will have been pur-
chased). And yes, lots of Christmas carols!

Then, on Sunday, January 3, with our Tree of Hope now containing the decorations of our hopes for 2010, our worship will
focus on an opportunity to look back over our lives together in 2009, as well as a chance to begin looking forward to the shared
possibilities of 2010. We will look at what renewal means to our shared visions for 2010.

On Sunday, January 10, we will celebrate Epiphany, which is the time, according to legend, that the Magi arrived in Bethlehem
and gave their gifts to the baby Jesus (the actual date for Epiphany is January 6, the 12" day of Christmas). It is honored as a
time within the life of the church for us to acknowledge the ways in which God is made known in our lives. Accordingly, we
will honor and celebrate the ministries of our leaders who are stepping down from their positions, and will commission our new
leaders for 2010. We will also renew our covenants with one another, and our leaders, as part of our work of renewal. Epiph-
any is the official end of the Christmas celebration of the birth of Jesus, so we will, during our worship service, take down the
decorations from Advent and Christmas. As part of that time, all participants will be asked to take home one of the ornaments
from our Tree of Hope that lists individual hope(s) for 2010, to hold that ornament in sacred covenant for the year, and then
bring it back to decorate our sanctuary during Advent, 2010.

Sunday, January 17 will be a special celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr’s life. We will look specifically at his various calls
for renewal within our churches, within our society, and within our personal lives. We will look at what the renewal of Com-
munity of Hope means in light of the liberation Dr King sought.

On Sunday, January 24, which is “Ecumenical Sunday”, we will look at our calls for re-
newal as they relate to our work with other communities of faith.

January is another month with five Sundays, which means that the service on Sunday the
31 will be organized and led by our persons-in-care (Tracy Megli, Malissa Pierce, and
Gina Woods). They will continue our focus on renewal with their own special emphasis.

join us for worship during January as we engage the work of renewal that must happen as [§
we boldly move into our shared future as Companions on a journey!




WEDDING BELLS!
Emma Pearce, daughter of Companion Chuck Pearce is getting married! Wedding details:
When: Sunday, December 26th, 2009
Where: Bartlesville First Church of the Nazarene,
3650 Adams Blvd. Bartlesville, Oklahoma

Please RSVP to: Charles Pearce [918-237-5840]

Registered at: Bed, Bath & Beyond, Wal-Mart and Target

MEMORIAL FOR BEVERLY DUFFIELD

The Tulsa Bicycle Coalition is collecting funds at this time for a memorial to Beverly Duffield. They are hoping to
purchase and install a park bench along one of the bicycle trails that Beverly used to frequent. The benches cost
$900 to $1200. If you would like to contribute to this effort, please contact our Companion, Jenny Kucera, at
kucerajenny@yahoo.com.

POSTCARDS FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM

Community of Hope is participating in the Interfaith Immigration Holi-
day Postcard Campaign for 2009. Each Sunday through December 27,
we will have postcards for you to personally sign that will be hand-
delivered to our Congressional representatives by Interfaith Immigra-
tion. Please note that you need to sign one postcard for each of your
elected representatives (John Sullivan—for most Companions, James
Inhofe, and Tom Coburn) for a total of three postcards. The postcards
contain the following message:

As a person of faith, every day I see the unacceptable consequences of our broken immigration sys-
tem through the separation of families and the escalation of fear in our congregations and communi-
ties. This holiday season, you can help keep families together by supporting comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

There 1s then space for you to leave a brief personal note, as well as your name and address.

Please join us in letting our elected representatives know that immigration reform is important to Community of
Hope.




CHRISTMAS DAY OPEN HOUSE

To coincide with our Pastor’s call for renewal, he is hosting a Christmas Day Open
House at his home to begin the discussions about what our renewal will look like. During Ad-
vent we have been talking about waiting expectantly and preparing ourselves for new life. On
Christmas Day, we will have informal discussions about what might be the focus of our new life
as a Community. For those that do not have plans for Christmas dinner, there will also be a time
to gather and share that meal with one another. Pastor Bob will provide the turkey or goose, and
meal participants are asked to bring side dishes or snacks or beverages or desserts to share.
Since Bob is new to Tulsa, he has no Christmas decorations, so, for those that want to, feel free
to bring a Christmas decoration to share and help decorate his home (decorations are not required).

Companions are welcome to stop by anytime after 10am on Christmas Day to share some time with one another and to
engage in informal discussions about our individual visions of what renewal at Community of Hope will look like. There will
be snacks and desserts available throughout the day, but the main meal will be served at 2pm. If you are planning on sharing
Christmas Dinner with your fellow Companions at Pastor Bob’s home, please RSVP to him at cohpastor@yahoo.com, or by
calling the church office, or by calling him at home at the number listed in the church directory. Bob’s address is also in the
church directory or available by calling the church office.

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that Community of Hope had a choir? Well, we do, if you ask the
500+ attendees at the Annual Award Show for the Cancer Treatment Centers of

" America on Friday, December 11 at the Renaissance Hotel in Tulsa. Our choir, pic-
tured (from left to right) was made up of Nicholas Hensley, Jody, Tracy Megli, Bob

| Lawrence, Penny Fruth, Geraldine Hickman, and Kendra Dunson. We were asked by
the organizers of the occasion to act as a choir to back up the featured performers for
the evening as part of their final act. As the two performers neared the end of their
rendition of “Believe” (by Whitney Houston and Mariah Carey), a group of cancer
survivors having lived with cancer from 1 year to over 20 years came on stage, fol-
lowed by (as announced) “the choir of Community of Hope United Church of
Christ”. We then sang the final round of the chorus while the audience rose to its feet, many in tears.

Okay, maybe we didn’t actually “sing”.... Although we did do our best, the audience actually heard a pre-recorded
sound track of the back-up singers from the Whitney Houston/Mariah Carey rendition. But, we looked good!!! And, over 500
people who are active in working with and for those with cancers, as well as those living with cancer, now know that Commu-
nity of Hope exists, and that we care about cancer. In fact, two of our choir members are, themselves, cancer survivors:
Geraldine Hickman, who has been cancer-free over 2 years, and our Pastor, Bob Lawrence, who has been cancer-free over 5
years. In addition to participating in this event and letting people know we are here, the organizers of the event gave the church
a check for $350. Thank you to our choir and to Feature Presentations of Dallas, TX! Here’s a copy of the words our choir
sang (and the Companions at Community of Hope live each day):

There can be miracles, when you believe!
Though hope is frail, it’s hard to kill.
Who knows what miracles you can achieve?
When you believe,

Somehow you will,

Now you will...

You will when you believe!



Fellow companions,

This being the last newsletter article of the year also makes it the last appeal to achieve our truly extraordinary goal.
Last month, I expressed optimism that our financial situation, although bleak, was salvageable and there were some
short term indications that it will get better.

First, see the attached chart (December 6 data) for an update on the current financial situation. As you can see, in-
come continues to lag expenses. The actual deficit shown is slightly larger than the budgeted deficit, but I continue
to be confident that we will have a strong finish for 2009. Three more weeks to confirm my confidence in our ability
to live in God’s Abundance!!

120,000.00
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100,000.00 ’_f_//
80,000.00 f_////
60,000.00

40,000.00 //
20,000.00
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I also want to thank the 22 Companions who have pledged for 2010. The average of the pledges is up by about 25%

compared to last year’s pledges. To meet “Bob’s BHAG”, will require a multidimensional approach. Increasing the
average pledge is only one dimension. Another is to increase the number of pledges - if you haven’t submitted your

pledge, please do so ASAP. Try inviting your neighbors and friends to see what we are about. Bob told me a story

of an unknown visitor to COH a few days ago. She came in and sat on the bench for a while, and wandered around a
bit. She left a note as she exited saying she was a friend of Beverly’s and just had to come and visit.

I’ll finish my appeal as I finished last month’s. We all know about the increased demand for our resources through
Holiday Season. All demands are worthy, and we have to set priorities to meet all obligations without creating big
problems in the future. Please keep the Community of Hope high on your priority list; help us further reduce
(eliminate!) the deficit so we can once again commit to the extraordinary ministries for which we are known.

Thank you,
Barry Lazzer.
Chair, Finance Team.



WHY SPECIAL OFFERINGS?

Some Companions have been asking why we have special offerings. There are three parts to that answer:

First, we are required by the terms of the loan we have against our building to be a “5-for-5” congregation, which means we
participate in the general dues associated with Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), plus all four of the annual special fund
requests sponsored by our denomination, the United Church of Christ. There is no requirement for a minimum contribution,
but we are required to at least provide the opportunity for you to participate in all of those special offerings. (Please note that
we have been a 5-for-5 congregation every year since 2006, and are on track to be one again in 2009.)

Second, participating in Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) plus these annual special fund drives is part of our agreement
to be in covenant with the United Church of Christ and all its congregations. The four special fund requests are: Neighbors in
Need (which supplements the work of Justice and Witness Ministries and which, in fact, has made a significant grant to Com-
munity of Hope—see article elsewhere in this newsletter); One Great Hour of Sharing (which supports our disaster relief ef-
forts); Christmas Fund (which supports pension and disability payments for disabled, retired, and widowed employees of the
United Church of Christ and its churches); and, Strengthen the Church (which supports growth and renewal within the United
Church of Christ). OCWM is the dues we pay (10% of our undesignated income) to fund the operations of the United Church
of Christ denomination. Those funds go for various activities that have directly benefited Community of Hope ranging from
assistance with pastoral vacancies, to the work of UCAN (United Church AIDS Network), to our various Conference and As-
sociation activities, to General Synod. They also go for the various other activities of our denomination including the irre-
placeable support we receive from our national offices in Cleveland, the lobbying efforts of our Washington, DC office (which
our Pastor served in for one week during his seminary education), support of United Church of Christ-affiliated seminaries
(including Pacific School of Religion, which our Pastor attended), various activities directed toward immigration issues,
women’s issues, health issues, and sexuality issues that Rev. Lizette has participated in, and many others.

Third, we participate because of a deeply-held belief that we serve, honor, and seek to “be in the world”, a God of abundance.
The theology of Community of Hope is not one of scarcity, where we try to hoard our limited resources, but rather one that
believes that we already have more than we need to accomplish all that God has called us to do and be. We believe that,
rather than curse the darkness of limited resources, we choose to hope in our ability to allocate our resources effectively by
living into the kin-dom of God.

So, these special offerings are just one more way in which we, at Community of Hope, stay focused not only on ourselves and
our needs, but on the needs of the world “outside our walls.” Please continue to support these efforts by contributing not only
to the special offerings, but also our regular operating budget, a portion of which funds our OCWM contributions.

WOUNDED HEALER HIV/AIDS SUPPORT GROUP

Many names, many faces, many stories, a million journeys ... sharing with one another.
I, Lizette, serve as the facilitator for our newest group to the HIV/AIDS Tulsa commu-
nity at COH (a group supported by our Kaiser Family Grant funds). This opportunity
has allowed me to companion with those among us with an HIV/AIDS status, and their
daily happenings, challenges and joys.

Knowing that we at Community of Hope, United Church of Christ put a comma instead
of a period in people's lives is a joy beyond words. It is an action of healthy ways to respond to a health condition
that is present among us.

I look forward to seeing this group flourish and to be a place of healing, and shared joy to educate one another for
the journey ahead.




THE YEAR IN RETROSPECT—DOS MIL NUEVE—2009

Dear Companions, Friends and Allies,

N

Did you ever think of what you’d be doing in 2009? Let me tell you, that beyond my
wildest Hispanic/Latin@ UCC clergy dreams, 2009 has been one of the most fulfilling
years of my life!

Since 2003, I've worked and have companioned with you. 2009 gave me the
chance to continue giving back. Giving back in new and familiar ways that Community
of Hope knows best ... through one of our own!

It has been only 8 years since I came to the U.S. and have come to know what it
means to be the “other”, the "next-door/ immigrant neighbor” and to be aware of the larger world around me.

Being one of two ministers at COH has shown me that I may look, sound, and act a little different, yet simi-
lar to each of you. If you haven't noticed yet ... I'm darker than most of you, I have a unique accent, and I’'m from
Colombia, another country outside the U.S. :)

I’ve learned to join and use my voice to speak for others who are voiceless. Some of those in our midst lack
access to basic sexuality and HIV/AIDS education. I’ve had the opportunity to educate others how to be an in-
formed ally when thinking about their sense of belonging, as a whole person with the right to live. These are rights
to what every human being is entitled to — for each of us to be a teacher and a prophetic voice of companions and
their worth, their inner and outer value for who they are and who God calls them to be.

May the joy I receive from serving among us be a way to inspire us to become a voice,
a relief or just a presence for those who need it most. For we share what we have been given with one another!

All my love ~
todo mi amor,
Rev. Lizette

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES AND EDUCATION

Advent is well underway this time of year, a season to inspire all aspects of our life for a new beginning. This season
also reminds us of the journeys well traveled. For us COHers, this journey is into the world of Education and Outreach -
one with many partnerships helping Tulsa become a better and more welcoming place to all. My days
are filled with joining efforts with the Tulsa City Library to provide interpretations to Hispanic/Latin@ parents of how to
read to their children in both Spanish and English, and to teach kids how to train their ears to hear their parents' native
language.

Other good news to share: After 6+ years, the Tulsa Hispanic Resource Association has successfully become a
nonprofit organization! This achievement means a lot! After many years of diligent "informal work” performed by my-
self and other service providers, this association of local agencies which provide bilingual services is now on its own -
thriving to better serve the Hispanic/Latin@ community and communities in the areas of Community Outreach, Services
and Education!

In the last couple of years, COH and the YWCA Multicultural Center have joined efforts to help immigrants
communicate more effectively and efficiently through our bilingual assistance. Through our partnership, we lead new
local and national efforts such as Langston University and its Planting the Seed grant, Hospice of Green Country and
its Brazos Abiertos - Open Arms program, nd the Hispanic Alliance at Kendall Whittier Neighborhood.

Our efforts are recognizable not only locally, but on a national level. Our efforts are also directed in our national
UCC setting with our contribution to OCCJ and its upcoming 2010 Trialogue series, the Hispanic/Latino Clergy authors,
Our Outreach Team and its presence educating others about LGBTQ matters, the UCC Women's Consultant initiative,
UCAN ~HIV/AIDS UCC Network — just to name a few of the many ongoing initiatives!

These are just a few ways we see beyond ourselves —a few of the paths to be the presence and the place where
our voices are heard and action is taken. For all of these and
the many more actions you and I are part of ~ may all of these efforts continue being the chance for you and I to spark a
new world ahead of us. Thanks be to God.




Coordinati

On December 15, 2009 the Coordinat- Nicaragua Team — David Hoot re-

ing Council met to communicate the ported that the recent fiesta raised
deta"s Of our ||fe togethel’ What f0|" 4 & $600 A]so) the team was recently
lows is a summary of that meeting. awarded a $2,000 grant from the UCC

Pastor's Report — Rev. Bob Law- Justice & Witness Ministries
rence reported on the death of com- ; Neighbors in Need fund to be spent

panion Dee Will; a memorial service on education & housing needs in
will be planned soon. The community \ Chacraseca as these are the current

Christras Eve service will be cele- @ ' wuumy,  emphases of their Pastoral Commit-
brated jointly w/Tulsa Center for Spiri- i tee. The Nica Team continues to sell
tual Living; their musician will lead music. All| $35 gift cards for elementary school scholarships
Companions are invited to a Christmas Day open and these will be matched 1:1 till the end of the
house @ Bob’s home anytime after 11:00am to | year by two companions. Thus far, 25 children have
begin discussion of Community renewa[; also, been funded with the goal of 40 scholarships total.
anyone w/o plans is invited to share Christmas | Beginning next year, scholarships will go up to $50
dinner with him @ 2:00pm. Bob will focus for the | per child, and the rates for middle and high school
rest of the year on renewal, including possible | education are higher as well. The Nica Team will be
changes in the community’s leadership structure. | revisiting the scholarship program as they make
Bob will not be attending the UCC renewal work- | recommendations for 2010 commitments. Dawn
shop in Wichita in February because of its cost. | Stemple continues to crochet hats & scarves
He has become a member of the board of United | (toques), which she now donates for sale in the
Campus Ministries at the University of Tulsa. Nica store. Merchandise remaining from the last
garage sale have been stored in Beverly Fyffe's
Religious Activities & Education Director’s | shed until the next sale. The team will begin to
Report — Rev. Lizette Merchan Pinilla reported | make plans for its 2010 trip in January. The Nicara-
that she will be on vacation Dec. 17-29. She con- | gua Team will meet on Thursday, January 7th at
tinues to represent CoH in the wider community | 6:00pm to develop recommendations for 2010.
and wider church, working particularly with the | All companions are welcome to attend.

OCCJ Trialogue Series, the Tulsa Hispanic Re- | ginance Team — Barry Lazzer reported that com-
sources Association, the YWCA Intercultural Re- | 1 nity income exceeded expenses in November,
source Center, the UCC Women's Ministries, | 1+ the overall operating deficit for the year will
AIDS Network, and Hispanic Ministries offices. | jie|y pe $10-11,000. Further, pledges for 2010 are
She is author of one of the Advent/Christmas | a1 hejow what is needed for 2010 expenses.
meditations in Spanish in the UCC series. Also, | \ynjess pledged income increases significantly, the
she continues to focus on immigration concemns. | community is faced with releasing restricted funds
Companion Need: A companion (who prefers to | (endowment & Hope House reserves) to pay for
remain anonymous) is living w/cancer and re- | operating expenses. A Community Meeting is
quires major surgery as soon as possible. | scheduled for late January to seek consensus on a
Though she is employed full-time and insured, | 2010 budget and on release of restricted funds. A
her insurance company will not approve the par- | budget feedback session is scheduled for January
ticular surgery doctors recommend given her| 24th at 5:00pm so that companions can review the
medical history. She asks for a loan to make the | budget and ask questions of the Finance Team.

down payment on her surgery so that she can : ;
proceed with pre-operative testing & surgery. Commumty Meetmg

ACTION: Coord. Council approved a loan for Sunday, January 31 at 4_00pm
$4,750 at 24% interest (the rate the funds would
have earned in the endowment). Gay Phillips and The community will seek consensus on:
Lizette Merchan Pinilla are assisting this compan-
ion with fundraising efforts among friends and
colleagues so that she can repay the loan as e 2010 Operating Budget
quickly as possible and continue with treatment.
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e 2010 Nicaragua Team Recommendations

¢ Release of restricted funds for 2010 operations |
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We are a multiracial, multicultural, open and affirming, accessible to all,

just peace church where God is still speaking!

Wherever you are on |ife’s rourney

THE BULLETIN BOARD

(0)

FFICIAL CALL TO COMMUNITY MEETING

We will have an official Community Meeting on Saturday, January 31 at 4pm to discuss our fiscal year 2010 (January-December) budget
and finances. All Companions are encouraged to attend this meeting.

To help facilitate that meeting, we will have an informal Budget Feedback Session on the previous Sunday, January 24 at Spm. Please
join us at this informational meeting to explain our budget in preparation for our Community Meeting the following Sunday

This newsletter is dedicated to the memory of Doreen (Dee) Will, who died on December 12, 2009. Services are pending. Dee is one of
the Companions who helped fold and label these newsletters.

Join us Tuesday, December 29th for Friends Nourishing Friends. Contact Ken Vondada for information on what food items we need.

New Church Hours!
Mon—Thurs 10am—6pm
Fril0am—2pm Closed Sat

12pm—6pm Sun

Our vision is to be 3 communi
and life-qiving spirituality

5

to the good news that the way of God is in our midst...and the journey is our home.

of faith, committed in the way of Jesus to the struggle for justice, compassion,
r all people; and our mission is to witness, in and through our life together,




