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òHope is not the conviction that things will turn out well, but the confidence that what we 
are doing makes sense regardless of how they turn out.ò 

 -Vaclav Havel  
Dear Companions, 
 

Part of my daily spiritual practice is to take the time to read the ñStillSpeaking Devotionalò that is sent via e-mail 
each day from the United Church of Christ.  Those of you that are following the Community of Hope UCC facebook 
page (or checking the facebook ófeedô on our web site) will frequently see those devotionals posted by me for you 
to consider.  
 

(If youôd like to sign up to receive these devotionals yourself every day via e-mail, please go to the following web 
address:  http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/) 
 

One of these devotions in particular recently really struck a chord deep within me, and I would like to share it with 
you below in its entirety.  I believe this devotion cuts straight to the heart of what we are trying to do here at Com-
munity of Hope. This community has a bold and solid history of working to live into the Kin-dom of God, much the 
way Jesus was trying to get his disciples to do in the story listed below.  
 

Elsewhere in this newsletter is information about a special ñdream eventò planned for August 21 where we will 
dream about what are the things we want to be doing, ñregardless of how they turn out.ò  I ask you to read the 
quote above, the devotion below, and settle into your place of centering, prayer and meditation.  Think and pray 
deeply about what you believe God has in store for us, and share your ideas as part of our ñIMAGINE! Whatôs Pos-
sibleò event on August 21. 
 

Reflection by J. Mary Luti, Excerpt from Matthew 14: 17 -19 
 

"The disciples replied, 'We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.' And Jesus said, 'Bring them here to 
me.'" 
 

"But, Jesus, we have only this much food," the disciples say. They are doing triage, counting heads and fishes, tal-
lying up loaves and hungry mouths, and making a planðwhich is to stand around and wring their hands, because 
they canôt make the numbers work. 
 

But Jesus is thinking about the decisive nature of the little bit you have in hand, the magnitude of small thingsða 
mustard seed, a child, one coin lost in the house, one sheep detached from the fold, five small loaves, two fish. He 
knows it takes a lot less than you think to satisfy the frantic hunger you feel when you are down to nothing, nothing 
at all, in the larder of your heart.  
 

It may be a miracle, but it isn't complicated or mysterious: When the question is, "With what?" you donôt count to 
find the answer. You draw near. When the question is, "But how?" the answer isn't plans and programs. Itôs prox-
imity.  
 

"You have something? Even a little? Good. Bring it here," Jesus says, "to me."  
 

They did. And the rest is history. Well, not history exactly, but very Good News: That day, with Jesus so near, 
blessing their lack, everyone ate. This day, with Jesus so near (he is always this near), blessing your lack, you will, 
too. 
 

Blessings on your journeys! 
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Treasureôs Report 
by Betsy Edwards 

 

We continue to get closer to the day that we have 
been anticipating for over three years, when we will 
run out of our reserve or endowment funds.  We 
have been using our reserve funds every month for 
the past 3+ years in order to meet our monthly ex-
penses. 
 

Our previous Treasurer, Barry Lazzer, predicted we 
would run out of our reserve funds by June of this 
year.  Between a combination of reduced expenses 
and the sale of some excess property, we have 
been able to extend that.  According to our current 
budget estimates, our reserves will be almost com-
pletely depleted by the end of 2011. 
 

We are reviewing our rental agreements with our 
various building users to make sure they are paying 
a fair share for the use of the building.  Also, Bud 
Abbott is working on developing a stewardship cam-
paign in the next month or so to address our on-going revenue challenges.  If youôre interested in partici-
pating in organizing that campaign, please let Bud know. 
 

In the meantime, we encourage you to continue supporting Community of Hope in whatever way you can 
so that we can continue to share our message of welcome and acceptance. 

LABOR DAY WORSHIP/PICNIC!  
 

We had such a fun time with our òInterdependence Dayó worship pic-
nic on July 3rd that weõve decided to have another worship picnic on 
Sunday, September 4 (Labor Day weekend), starting at 6pm.  
 

Once again, weõll have our community meal during  our worship ser-
vice, in our worship space (not the community room).  Weõll also have 
another òopen micó time when you are invited to bring a talent to 
share with your companions.  Feel free to read a poem, sing a song, 
play an instrument, whatever.   If youõd like to sign 
up for our òopen micó time, please contact Tracy Me-
gli. The main entrée will be provided, and you are 
asked to bring your favorite picnic side dish to share.  
 

Bring a lawn chair, a picnic blanket, a folding table, 
and anything else you may need to have a picnic in-
side with your companions! 
 



 

 

A Rich Legacy Looks to the Future  
 

One of us from Community of Hopeôs past took care of those living with 
AIDS when most doctors were afraid. 
 

One of us felt like she was expendable in her own family so she thought of 
Community of Hope as her chosen family. 
 

One of us stands with, not outside, of those going through a difficult time. 
 

One of us brought ñCross-dresser Kenò doll as a part of her reflection. 
 

One of us said, ñI have AIDS.  Can I give you a hug?ò 
 

Community of Hope has a rich legacyðsometimes being involved in unpopular issues and sometimes 
courageous, sometimes fun-filledðalways open and affirming to all.  Throughout our time together, Com-
munity of Hope has a legacy unique to us.  Now we are at a crossroads and must decide how we will pro-
ceed into the future.   Letôs imagine what is possible for us without being too sentimental about what was 

and turn our imaginations loose as we re-vision who we will 
become. 
 

On Sunday, August 21 , we will have a dream event entitled 
ñIMAGINE Whatôs Possibleò from 2:00pm to 5:00pm, followed 
by a community meal and then worship.  Our discussion will 
be led by a professional facilitator who is not affiliated with 

Community of Hope, and whose only responsibility is to make sure everyoneôs voice is heard.  We will 
listen to everyoneôs dreams for our future and attempt to coalesce around shared visions. 
 

This is not a óbusinessô meeting, so no decisions will be made.  If any issues arise that require a commu-
nity decision, a separate meeting will be scheduled, with adequate notice. 
 

To assist in preparing for this meeting, a survey will be sent in the next few days to everyone on our email 
list (with a hardcopy to those companions without email).  Please fill out a survey whether you plan on at-
tending the discussion or not.  The survey results will be seen only by the outside consultant, who will be 
responsible for ensuring that any issues raised in the survey responses are included in our discussion on 

August 21 . 
 

This is such an important meeting and we hope you will come. 
 

Bud Abbott, Penny Fruth, and Bob Lawrence 

Event Planners 
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