Sunday, September
Labor Day Worship
Picnic

Sunday, September
"Islam and Peace"

Sunday, September
Stewardship campaig
begins

Matthew 6:191
"Treasure"

Sunday, September
Stewardship campaig
continues

Luke 6:3B8
"Count Yourself
Blessed"

Communi

Worship Services every Sunday at 6

The difference between optimism and hope is that optimism has humanity

its foundation; hope has God. One is a better soil in which to grow than the

other. Following the crowd permits the optimism of society; it does not pern
the hope of Jesud.Donna Schaper

Dear Companions,

The calendar is telling us that summer is ending and, before we know it, fall

wi || be here. |l 6ve shared with you |
its four distinct seasons (yes, sometimes in one day), has taught me a lot

about honoring the cycles of the earthii finding new ways to be in touch

with the movement of Spirit in our lives. Taking time from the busy -ness of

my life to feel the cycles of the earth is one of my favorite spiritual practices.

Basing the cycles of our lives on the cycles of the earth is something that is
new to me, and yet something | am learning more about each year | journey
with you; it is also something | am learning to appreciate.

One way in which we mirror the cycles of the earth is in the transition in our
community life from summer into fall. As this newsletter shows, with the
coming of fall also comes an increase in activity in our community life as
people return from vacation or, this year in particular, people return from
hiding in air -conditioned spaces.

The guote from Donna Schaper (above) summarizes many of the goals of

this community. We have never been a community that follows the crowd.
Rather, we are constantly finding new and more expansive ways to share the
radical nature of Godds hospitality
new ways to experience Othe hope of

In this newsletter you will find information on a major event where we
worked together to experience 0the hi
out the results of our ol MAGI NE! Wha:
and prioritized our dreams for the next three years of our journeys together.
People have already stepped up to help us move toward the fulfillment of

those dreams, as we move into a new season here at Community of Hope.

| hope that you will take this opportunity to renew your connec-
tions with your fellow companions and join us as we celebrate
another season together.

Wi
i J /

Rev. Bob Lawrence, Pastor
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Tulsa AIDS Walk

The 19th Annual Tulsa AIDS Walk will hold its first ever Pet Pa-
rade and Pet Costume Contest this year. Prizes and awards will be
given out to contest winners. This year's parade will be held Satur-

."‘ day, October 1, 2011 at Centennial Park, on the corner of 6th and

Peoria in Tulsa.

The mission of the Tulsa AIDS Walk is to raise awareness for
HIV/AIDS in Oklahoma, to honor our companion animals, raise
funds for the AIDS United Americorps Team Tulsa and other HIV

.g, PAWS FOR AIDS .O‘o. prevention and care programs.

For more information visit www.tulsaaidswalk.org or email jnick-
las@csctulsa.org

ANGELé IN AMERICA
Save the Date!

OAngels in America: Millennium
(20% of all proceeds benefit project HOPE)
Sept. 8, 9 & 10 at 7:00pm | Sept. 11 at 1:00pm
General Admission is $15.00

Purchase tickets AttorsofTulsa.org
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Seven Means of
Meditation

In seven weeks grow your ability to:

Reduce stress Expand memory

Improve health Gain clarity of mind

Grow creativity Increase intuition
Minimize emotions Help grief recovery

This series offers seven styles of meditation for different purposes, like above
and more. Whether you are experienced at meditation or beginning, this series
offers valuable tools and support. Space is limited. Material is from the Keys to
Enlightenment studies, led by Steven Michael Hall, certified instructor. In all,
Steven has 25 years of experience in many styles of meditation.

Thursdays, 7 p.m., Sept. 15 - Oct. 27

Community of Hope UCC, 2545 S. Yale, Tulsa, OK

To reserve or inquire: call (918)494'8886 Steven@StevenMichaels.net
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Community Life Activities

Starting in September, weoll have

a di

fferent

can! (Please note that the activities take place on different days of the week and at different times, so read
the announcements carefully.) All activities will take place in our worship space.

First Tuesday Poetry Reading

Randall Weiss, a local Tulsa poet, will be arranging for two Tulsa poets
join us for a ocoffee housed poe
month at 7pm in our worship spac
bles and have coffee, tea, and snacks available as we sit and enjoy the
gift of poetry from some of Tul s

Sec- ond Wednesday Folk Dancing

ni ng. We 6 | | meet in the worship

Fourth Wednesday Game Night

Bob Lawrence invites you to come and play some games with one another on

Third Tuesday Beverly Duffield Memorial Crochet Society

Penny Fruth will be organizing our third Tuesday event, which will be a craft-
ing and arts time in honor of Beverly Duffield. You
are welcome to bring a project to work on, join in a
group project, or simply come and hang out with
your companions for a fun, playful and creative eve-

S Pp3

the fourth Wednesday of each month at
play activities that will be fun for all ages and all abilities. Feel free to bring your own games to share

with your companions!

One of our companions is seeking a Personal Services Assistant, (PSA), 11 hours a week g
an hour. Entails transport to buy groceries, occasional light housekeeping, help with bg
dogs. No help bathing self, laundry, cooking, etc., required. Background check required ™

Some gas reimbursement. Pleas&act the church offieou are interested.

7pm.

Wanted!

Tracy Megli will lead us in learning folk dances from various countries around
the world on the second Wednesday of each month at 6pm. The dances are
easy to learn and low impact. You are welcome to come and join us in dance,
or just sit and watch the dances from different cultures.

We 0 |
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September 11,2011
BOK Center

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Hope, Healing &
CommUNITY

2:00 - 3 . 30 P,M_ Join your fellow Tulsans in a city-wide

9/11 Commemoration observance of the tenth anmiversary of

Keynote: Former Mayor Susan Savage September | lﬂ.]’ including TIe,
' . ' speakers, and video presentation.
Free Admission

3.30 _ 6.00 P M Enjoy music and food as Tulsa honors our

FirstR derS E first responder organizations and officers.
Irstnesponder Street EXpo Interactive First Responder Exhibits:

and Concert Tulsa Police Department, Tulsa Fire Department, EMSA,
Free Admission Tulsa County Sheriffs Department, Oklahoma Highway Parrol
Oklahoma National Guard

Featuring Musical Artists:

|

Eric Himan Litdle :loe McLerran Red Dirt Rangers

N 7
6:00 P.M.

2011 Tulsa Shock Regular Season Finale
Il_f" For mnre mframatinn, contact

Discount game ticket/ commemorative The Oidshome Genter for Commmmity mnd Fatice

T-shirt on sale at the Street Expo. gla'mﬁ s .h&@nm 5

BOK CENTER

THE ANNE & HENRY ZARROW K]H & RQB Gonm

FOUNDATION

FEUNDATION — LA RUTH NEISGN

-

Imanc Sociery or Toiss, [ewmn Fepsxarvow oF Towas, Paaes Taeovogecar, Sevmoany, Toias Bereararms Aviiance, Toiss Merscorovrman Mivesmey

ForLng of HONOR  ThOdlemcmris
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SMALL MEMBERSHIP

CHURCH WORKSHOP

Saturday, September 17 ATRE
10am- 3pm
Pilgrimn UCC Parish House
6000 East Harry, Wichita, KS

What do mustard seeds, widow’s mites, leaven in the loaves,

and a little boy's lunch all have in common?

They are all lessons from Jesus on how
SMALL -  MIGHTY

Come to this gathering to learn how God nuses SMALL to do MIGHTY mission
and ministry. The workshop will provide strategies and support in how to tind and

live out your mission and ministry as a small membership church, We will also
provide training on making a pastoral transition as a small membership church.
This workshop is for lay leaders (especially Council/Consistory members) and
pastors— bring a team from your church to get the most out of the event. Itis
geared to congregations that worship less than 100 members on a Sunday, but

SWeryones 18 ‘J.?Elﬂ-ﬂﬂ'lﬂ to EL‘L'L'ETLd.
FREE LUNCH PROVIDED

Leaders of the workshop will be the Rev. Krista Betz, the Interim Conference
Minister of the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference and the Rev. Jane Fisler-Hoffman,

t'e-::entl'i; retired UJCC conference minister who has served in two conterences. Both
these leaders have vmmhipped, served, and suppmted many small memhership

churches and will witness to these churches’ mighty ministry.

RSVP for lunch by September 12 to Rev. Bob Lawrence
( pastor @cohope.com )

Kansas - Oklahoma Conference
United Church of Christ
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KANSAS OKLAHOMA CONFERENCE
50th ANNUAL MEETING
OCTOBERY, 2011

You are invited to join our pastor and others at the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference's 50th Annual Meeting,

October 7-9 in Topeka, KS. The meeting is open to any and all. Community of Hope is allowed to have two
non-clergy voting delegates. If you're interested in being a delegate, please contact Bob Lawrence or Bud
Abbott. (Delegates are able to get reimbursement for some of the conference expenses, including travel.)

Our fall HIV retreat
will happen October 7 -
9. Once again, we will
spend a weekend
away at Camp Chris-
tian. Details available
soon. fyou are inter-
ested in helping to
plan our fall HIV re-
treat please join the
HIV Ministries Team

for a meeting this
Wednesday, Septem-

ber 7 at 6pm..
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On Sunday, August 21, Community of Hope gathered for a

special day of dreaming call ed

We met from 2pm-5pm with Linda Jenkins of Jenkins Consult-

ing Group, who led us through a process where we all shared

our dreams for where Community of Hope would be in Au-

gust 2014, and then we developed some highlevel priorities to
Q guide us toward fulfillment of those dreams.

O

O

Hereds detailed information ab:

Our event organizers, Bud Abbott, Penny Fruth, and Rev. Bob Lawrence, in conjunction with our consult-
ant, developed a |list of five core values that th
selected based upon our commitments made when we become Covenanted Companions, as well as some

of the things we repeat during our worship services. The five core values we dreamt about are:

e We share what we have been given with one another.

¢ We commit to struggle with one another against sexism, racism, classism, homophobia, and injustice, and to
hope toward abundant life for all creation.

¢ We promise to stand in solidarity in the midst of grief and persecution and to rejoice amidst celebration and
good news.

¢ We promise to support and encourage one another when we have become weary.

¢ We will stay engaged in the struggle with one another even when we are disappointed, or when staying means
dealing with conflict.

(This is not meant to be an exhaustive list of the core values of Community of Hopef it is simply a list of
the core values that we wanted people to dream about.)

We had over 30 people in attendance, plus over 20 printed and
redacted survey responses. (Some people completed the survey
and also were in attendance at the meeting.)

We divided ourselves into 5 groups (one for each core value).
Each group was given a list of the survey responses for that core Vi
value. Each person in the group was then asked to write down ‘
their dream(s) for how that core value would be exemplified in
three years (August, 2014). We wrote down one dream per card,
and could complete as many cards as we wanted.

The consultant gave us two ground rules for each dream. First, all dreams were to begin with the word
OWedb6, O0Our o6, or oCompanions. 0 Second, all dr eams
ot her words, rather than stating, OWe will do ¢éa¢6,

Each group member was given seven minutes to write down as many dreams related to that core value
as they could. After seven minutes, the dreams and survey responses for each core value shifted to the
next group, until every group had the opportunity to dream about every core value.

Each group then took all the cards (or dreams) for the core value they were studying, and reviewed every
single dream. The dreams were then reviewed by the group members and divided into categories. The
group members then decided the top five categories of dreams and wrote one dream onto a card that
summarized that category.
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After each group presented their top five o0dr eams
dreams (five for each of the five core values) were placed on flipcharts. Then, everyone in attendance was

given five post-it notes. Everyone then voted for the dreams with which they most agreed by placing one (or more)
post-it notes on the dreams.

Hereds the | i st of all-i25ndoeam® @ad ht de e@mmmb el eo
dream that received the most votes to the dream that received the least.

We meet the needs of the current church without compromising the ability of the future church to survive. (19 votes)

Our AJoys & Concer nso t i noger dllowingwompanibns tpexpness themselveswhideeet i v e
specting others and time. (11 votes)

We face conflict openly and unafraid, acting with discretion and prayer to lovingly resolve the conflict by private meeting,
open discussion, active listening, and mediation as a last resort to reach a healthy resolution. (10 votes)

We have a well-trained care team that provides individual outreach to companions who are struggling, and assists the Pas-
tor in providing pastor care as needed. (8 votes)

We are a visible present in the community, standing with people on the margins. (8 votes)
We spend one doll ar éoutside our wallsd for every do

We have a revised governance structure with a truste
votes)

We openly face our financial responsibilities so that we may be a viable community able to function within our walls and
beyond by encouraging all companions to give of their financial resources, time, and
other talents. (Our financial responsibilities are a ministry of the community.) (6
votes)

Companions have a spiritual life that is strengthened through worship that is life-
giving, along with more opportunities for prayer, spiritual formation, and theological
reflection. (5 votes)

We are sustainable; financially, socially, and environmentally. (5 votes)

We work with other agencies on our mission and ministry activities, rather than trying
to do it by ourselves. (5 votes)

We love one another abundantly, listen to one another openly, and support one another
even when we disagree. (5 votes)

Companions have a strong community life that includes celebration, play, small group
activities, etc. (4 votes)

Companions are called to leadership roles for a specific, time-limited period. They are
well-prepared to lead. They are free to rest when they become weary. (4 votes)

Our community supports and recognizes the gifts of companion talents. (4 votes)
We are a community of inclusion and fAjust peaceodo for

Ours is a safe place where all can trust that their needs may be shared with the community and that all new and old com-
panions are encouraged to return to the community. (3 votes)

We have an atmosphere of welcome that is safe, accepting, inclusive, positive, and supportive of our Pastor and one an-
other. (3 votes)

We stand in solidarity through advocacy and activism. (3 votes)

We are a Aibase communityo where we touch base, have
have a place where we share stories, grief and perse

Our large, celebrated care team is engaged in assisting the Pastor in many activities related to care. They are trained for
quick response to a need for help with home or hospital visits, a supportive ear, or food for a needy family. (2 votes)
Companions recruit, welcome and assimilate new companions to share the community responsibilities. (2 votes)
Companions will do all things with love of God and love of community first. (2 votes)

We continue to share creative ideas about community, mission and ministry. (1 vote)

We experience respectful sharing (receiving as well as giving) and reach out to others. (0 votes)
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Af ter al | the 6votesd were recorded, attendees we

in working on.

Whet her you were at the meeting or not, i f thered
please contact Bud Abbott, Penny Fruth, or Bob Lawrence.

NEXT STEPS

Bud, Penny and Bob will contact companions to help develop a strategy (in conjunction with other com-
panions) to address the top dreams. These com-
panions will also be asked to identify a team of
people to work with them. Those who are lead-
ing our effort on the dreams will report to our
September Coordinating Council meeting
(Sunday, September 18 at 3:30pm) with the date
for an open meeting at which time companions
will be asked to assist in developing some time-
lines, milestones, etc. to lead us to fulfilment of
each dream.

Each team that is working on a specific dream
will be asked to report on their status monthly at
all subsequent Coordinating Council meetings
until their dream has been realized. As each
dream is realized, another team will be created
to work on the next dream, and so on, until all
dreams have been realized.

Donations

Currently Community of Hope is in
need of the following items:

e photo-editing software (for PC)

e paper towels

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance invites you to a special screenifCBRte]|lsI@eF-Telsg
of the film, "Waiting for Armageddon” on Sunday, Septemb
25 at 2pm at the downtown Central Libriaoflowing the
film, there will be a panel discussion on what Armageddongavei=I-EXI[o]o] IS
means from different faith perspectivi#e.will also be pre- .

e AA batteries for

senting the Annual Russ Bennett Award. The event is free :
open to the public. the sound and inter-

com system

e coffee

If you or any-

one you know can donate any of the above items to the

church that would be wonderful! Please contact the church office for infor-
mation on where to leave your items. Thank you!
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l LABEL l

We are a multiracial, multicultural, open and affirming, accessible to all, just
peace church where God is still speaking!

Wherever you are on |lifebs jourjney, yo

Contact COH

Community of Hope Staff:

Rev. Bob Lawrence: pastor@cohope.com S
Tracy Megli: music@cohope.com
Julie Tate: admin@cohope.com

Our vision is to be a community of faith, committed in the way of Jesus to the struggle for justice, compassion, and
life-giving spirituality for all people; and our mission is to witness, in and through our life together, to the good news
that the way of God is in our midst...and the journey is our home.

i
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