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WORSHIP 

Community  

 Hope 
       UCC 

 

 
 

 
 
Sunday, September 4 

Labor Day Worship  

Picnic 

 

Sunday, September 11 

"Islam and Peace" 

 

Sunday, September 18 

Stewardship campaign 

begins 
 

Matthew 6:19-21 

"Treasure" 

 

Sunday, September 25 

Stewardship campaign 

continues 
 

Luke 6:31-38 

"Count Yourself 

Blessed" 

Worship Services every Sunday at 6:00pm 

Rev. Bob Lawrence, Pastor  

The difference between optimism and hope is that optimism has humanity as 
its foundation; hope has God. One is a better soil in which to grow than the 

other. Following the crowd permits the optimism of society; it does not permit 
the hope of Jesus.  ð Donna Schaper  

 

Dear Companions, 
 

The calendar is telling us that summer is ending and, before we know it, fall 
will be here.  Iõve shared with you before how living here in Oklahoma, with 
its four distinct seasons (yes, sometimes in one day), has taught me a lot 
about honoring the cycles of the earthñfinding new ways to be in touch 
with the movement of Spirit in our lives.  Taking time from the busy -ness of 
my life to feel the cycles of the earth is one of my favorite spiritual practices.  
 

Basing the cycles of our lives on the cycles of the earth is something that is 
new to me, and yet something I am learning more about each year I journey 
with you; it is also something I am learning to appreciate.  
 

One way in which we mirror the cycles of the earth is in the transition in our 
community life from summer into fall.  As this newsletter shows, with the 
coming of fall also comes an increase in activity in our community life as 
people return from vacation or, this year in particular, people return from 
hiding in air -conditioned spaces. 
 

The quote from Donna Schaper (above) summarizes many of the goals of 
this community.  We have never been a community that follows the crowd.  
Rather, we are constantly finding new and more expansive ways to share the 
radical nature of Godõs hospitality and Jesusõ message with those around us; 
new ways to experience òthe hope of Jesus.ó 
 

In this newsletter you will find information on a major event where we 
worked together to experience òthe hope of Jesus.ó  Please be sure to check 
out the results of our òIMAGINE! Whatõs Possibleó event when we shared 
and prioritized our dreams for the next three years of our journeys together.  
People have already stepped up to help us move toward the fulfillment of 
those dreams, as we move into a new season here at Community of Hope. 
 

I hope that you will take this opportunity to renew your connec-
tions with your fellow companions and join us as we celebrate 
another season together. 

Of 

September, 2011  
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The 19th Annual Tulsa AIDS Walk will hold its first ever Pet Pa-
rade and Pet Costume Contest this year. Prizes and awards will be 
given out to contest winners. This year's parade will be held Satur-
day, October 1, 2011 at Centennial Park, on the corner of 6th and 
Peoria in Tulsa. 

The mission of the Tulsa AIDS Walk is to raise awareness for 
HIV/AIDS in Oklahoma, to honor our companion animals, raise 
funds for the AIDS United Americorps Team Tulsa and other HIV 
prevention and care programs. 

For more information visit www.tulsaaidswalk.org  or email jnick-
las@csctulsa.org 

Tulsa AIDS Walk 

Save the Date! 
òAngels in America:Millennium Approachesó by Tony Kushner 

(20% of all proceeds benefit project HOPE) 

Sept. 8, 9 & 10 at 7:00pm | Sept. 11 at 1:00pm 

General Admission is $15.00  

Purchase tickets at ActorsofTulsa.org 

http://www.tulsaaidswalk.org
mailto:jnicklas@csctulsa.org
mailto:jnicklas@csctulsa.org
http://www.actorsoftulsa.org/2011/07/08/angels-in-america-september-8th-11th/
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 September 18th and 25th 
will mark the beginning of 
our Stewardship Campaign! 

Please join us to discuss this 
extremely important event for 

Community of Hope!  

Save the 

Date! 

Starting in September, weõll have a different community life activity each week.  Please join us when you 
can!  (Please note that the activities take place on different days of the week and at different times, so read 
the announcements carefully.)  All activities will take place in our worship space.  
 

First Tuesday Poetry Reading  

Randall Weiss, a local Tulsa poet, will be arranging for two Tulsa poets to 
join us for a òcoffee houseó poetry reading on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in our worship space.  Weõll be setting up some caf® ta-
bles and have coffee, tea, and snacks available as we sit and enjoy the 
gift of poetry from some of Tulsaõs finest poets. 
 

Sec- ond Wednesday Folk Dancing  

Tracy Megli will lead us in learning folk dances from various countries around 
the world on the second Wednesday of each month at 6pm.  The dances are 
easy to learn and low impact.  You are welcome to come and join us in dance, 
or just sit and watch the dances from different cultures.  

 
Third Tuesday Beverly Duffield Memorial Crochet Society  

Penny Fruth will be organizing our third Tuesday event, which will be a craft-
ing and arts time in honor of Beverly Duffield.  You 
are welcome to bring a project to work on, join in a 
group project, or simply come and hang out with 

your companions for a fun, playful and creative eve-
ning.  Weõll meet in the worship space starting at 6pm. 
 

Fourth Wednesday Game Night  

Bob Lawrence invites you to come and play some games with one another on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7pm.  Weõll have a variety of box games, cards, and other group 
play activities that will be fun for all ages and all abilities.  Feel free to bring your own games to share 
with your companions!  

Community Life Activities 

One of our companions is seeking a Personal Services Assistant, (PSA), 11 hours a week at $10.74 

an hour. Entails transport to buy groceries, occasional light housekeeping, help with bathing 

dogs. No help bathing self, laundry, cooking, etc., required. Background check required by DHS. 

Some gas reimbursement. Please contact the church office if you are interested.  

Help 

Wanted! 

mailto:admin@cohope.com
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RSVP for lunch by September 12 to Rev. Bob Lawrence 

( pastor @cohope.com )  

 

Kansas - Oklahoma Conference  

United Church of Christ  

mailto:pastor@cohope.com
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You are invited to join our pastor and others at the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference's 50th Annual Meeting, 
October 7-9 in Topeka, KS.  The meeting is open to any and all.  Community of Hope is allowed to have two 
non-clergy voting delegates.  If you're interested in being a delegate, please contact Bob Lawrence or Bud 
Abbott.   (Delegates are able to get reimbursement for some of the conference expenses, including travel.) 

KANSAS OKLAHOMA CONFERENCE 

50th ANNUAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 7 - 9, 2011  

 

Our fall HIV retreat 

will happen October 7 -

9.  Once again, we will 

spend a weekend 

away at Camp Chris-

tian.  Details available 

soon.   f you are inter-

ested in helping to 

plan our fall HIV re-

treat please join the 

HIV Ministries Team 

for a meeting this 

Wednesday, Septem-

ber 7 at 6pm.. 
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On Sunday, August 21, Community of Hope gathered for a 
special day of dreaming called, òIMAGINE! Whatõs Possible.ó  
We met from 2pm-5pm with Linda Jenkins of Jenkins Consult-
ing Group, who led us through a process where we all shared 
our dreams for where Community of Hope would be in Au-
gust 2014, and then we developed some high-level priorities to 
guide us toward fulfillment of those dreams.  
 

Hereõs detailed information about that event. 

 

Our event organizers, Bud Abbott, Penny Fruth, and Rev. Bob Lawrence, in conjunction with our consult-
ant, developed a list of five core values that they wanted us to òdreamó about.   The five core values were 
selected based upon our commitments made when we become Covenanted Companions, as well as some 
of the things we repeat during our worship services.  The five core values we dreamt about are: 
 

We share what we have been given with one another. 

We commit to struggle with one another against sexism, racism, classism, homophobia, and injustice, and to 
hope toward abundant life for all creation.  

We promise to stand in solidarity in the midst of grief and persecution and to rejoice amidst celebration and 
good news. 

We promise to support and encourage one another when we have become weary. 

We will stay engaged in the struggle with one another even when we are disappointed, or when staying means 
dealing with conflict.  

 

(This is not meant to be an exhaustive list of the core values of Community of Hopeñit is simply a list of 
the core values that we wanted people to dream about.) 
 

We had over 30 people in attendance, plus over 20 printed and 
redacted survey responses.  (Some people completed the survey 
and also were in attendance at the meeting.) 
 

We divided ourselves into 5 groups (one for each core value).  
Each group was given a list of the survey responses for that core 
value.  Each person in the group was then asked to write down 
their dream(s) for how that core value would be exemplified in 
three years (August, 2014).  We wrote down one dream per card, 
and could complete as many cards as we wanted. 
 

The consultant gave us two ground rules for each dream.  First, all dreams were to begin with the word 
òWeó, òOuró, or òCompanions.ó  Second, all dreams were to be stated as accomplishments, not goals.  (In 
other words, rather than stating, òWe will do éó, our dream would be òWe have done éó) 
 

Each group member was given seven minutes to write down as many dreams related to that core value 
as they could.  After seven minutes, the dreams and survey responses for each core value shifted to the 
next group, until every group had the opportunity to dream about every core value.  
 

Each group then took all the cards (or dreams) for the core value they were studying, and reviewed every 
single dream.  The dreams were then reviewed by the group members and divided into categories.  The 
group members then decided the top five categories of dreams and wrote one dream onto a card that 
summarized that category. 
 

IMAGINE! Event 
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After each group presented their top five òdreamsó for the core value they had been assigned, all 25 
dreams (five for each of the five core values) were placed on flipcharts. Then, everyone in attendance was 

given five post-it notes.  Everyone then voted for the dreams with which they most agreed by placing one (or more) 

post-it notes on the dreams. 
 

Hereôs the list of all 25 dreams and the number of post-it ñvotesò each dream received.  This list is in order from the 

dream that received the most votes to the dream that received the least. 
 

We meet the needs of the current church without compromising the ability of the future church to survive. (19 votes) 

Our ñJoys & Concernsò time in worship had a creative make-over, allowing companions to express themselves while re-

specting others and time. (11 votes) 

We face conflict openly and unafraid, acting with discretion and prayer to lovingly resolve the conflict by private meeting, 

open discussion, active listening, and mediation as a last resort to reach a healthy resolution. (10 votes) 

We have a well-trained care team that provides individual outreach to companions who are struggling, and assists the Pas-

tor in providing pastor care as needed. (8 votes) 

We are a visible present in the community, standing with people on the margins. (8 votes) 

We spend one dollar óoutside our wallsô for every dollar we spend óinside our walls.ô (8 votes) 

We have a revised governance structure with a trusted ñtrueò Council with authority, yet still allowing for consensus.  (6 

votes) 

We openly face our financial responsibilities so that we may be a viable community able to function within our walls and 

beyond by encouraging all companions to give of their financial resources, time, and 

other talents.  (Our financial responsibilities are a ministry of the community.)  (6 

votes) 

Companions have a spiritual life that is strengthened through worship that is life-

giving, along with more opportunities for prayer, spiritual formation, and theological 

reflection.  (5 votes) 

We are sustainable; financially, socially, and environmentally.  (5 votes) 

We work with other agencies on our mission and ministry activities, rather than trying 

to do it by ourselves.  (5 votes) 

We love one another abundantly, listen to one another openly, and support one another 

even when we disagree.  (5 votes) 

Companions have a strong community life that includes celebration, play, small group 

activities, etc.  (4 votes) 

Companions are called to leadership roles for a specific, time-limited period.  They are 

well-prepared to lead.  They are free to rest when they become weary.  (4 votes) 

Our community supports and recognizes the gifts of companion talents.  (4 votes) 

We are a community of inclusion and ñjust peaceò for all.  (3 votes) 

Ours is a safe place where all can trust that their needs may be shared with the community and that all new and old com-

panions are encouraged to return to the community.  (3 votes) 

We have an atmosphere of welcome that is safe, accepting, inclusive, positive, and supportive of our Pastor and one an-

other.  (3 votes) 

We stand in solidarity through advocacy and activism.  (3 votes) 

We are a ñbase communityò where we touch base, have spiritual renewal and reflection, and celebrate the mundane.  We 

have a place where we share stories, grief and persecution.  We have a childrenôs program and a place  

Our large, celebrated care team is engaged in assisting the Pastor in many activities related to care.  They are trained for 

quick response to a need for help with home or hospital visits, a supportive ear, or food for a needy family.  (2 votes) 

Companions recruit, welcome and assimilate new companions to share the community responsibilities.  (2 votes) 

Companions will do all things with love of God and love of community first.  (2 votes) 

We continue to share creative ideas about community, mission and ministry.  (1 vote) 

We experience respectful sharing (receiving as well as giving) and reach out to others.  (0 votes) 
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After all the ôvotesõ were recorded, attendees were invited to sign up for the dreams they were interested 
in working on.  
 

Whether you were at the meeting or not, if thereõs a dream listed above that you would like to work on, 
please contact Bud Abbott, Penny Fruth, or Bob Lawrence. 
 

NEXT STEPS 
 

Bud, Penny and Bob will contact companions to help develop a strategy (in conjunction with other com-
panions) to address the top dreams.  These com-
panions will also be asked to identify a team of 
people to work with them.  Those who are lead-
ing our effort on the dreams will report to our 
September Coordinating Council meeting 
(Sunday, September 18 at 3:30pm) with the date 
for an open meeting at which time companions 
will be asked to assist in developing some time-
lines, milestones, etc. to lead us to fulfillment of 
each dream. 
 

Each team that is working on a specific dream 
will be asked to report on their status monthly at 
all subsequent Coordinating Council meetings 
until their dream has been realized.  As each 
dream is realized, another team will be created 
to work on the next dream, and so on, until all 
dreams have been realized. 

Currently Community of Hope is in  
need of the following items:  

 

photo-editing software (for PC)  

paper towels 

toilet paper  

coffee 

coffee supplies 

AA batteries for 
the sound and inter-
com system 

 

If you or any-
one you know can donate any of the above items to the 

church that would be wonderful! Please contact the church office for infor-
mation on where to leave your items. Thank you!  

Donations? 

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance invites you to a special screening 

of the film, "Waiting for Armageddon" on Sunday, September 

25 at 2pm at the downtown Central Library.  Following the 

film, there will be a panel discussion on what Armageddon 

means from different faith perspectives.  We will also be pre-

senting the Annual Russ Bennett Award.  The event is free and 

open to the public.  
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A Congregation of the United Church of Christ  

Community of Hope                                   
A SHALOM BASE COMMUNITY 

Our vision is to be a community of faith, committed in the way of Jesus to the struggle for justice, compassion, and 
life-giving spirituality for all people; and our mission is to witness, in and through our life together, to the good news 

that the way of God is in our midst...and the journey is our home. 

LABEL 

Nonprofit 

Organization                      
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Tulsa, Oklahoma  2545 South Yale Ave.  

Tulsa, OK  74114 -4837 

 
 
 

We are a multiracial, multicultural, open and affirming, accessible to all, just 
peace church where God is still speaking! 

 

Wherever you are on lifeôs journey, you are welcome here. 

Contact COH 

C o m m u n i t y  o f  H o p e  S t a f f : 
 

Rev. Bob Lawrence: pastor@cohope.com 

Tracy Megli: music@cohope.com  

Julie Tate: admin@cohope.com 

 


